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(i) considers that there are H'^ (number of) inventions claimed in the internatiorial application covered 
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and it considers that the international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention 
(Rules 1 3.1 . 1 3.2 and 1 3.3) for the reasons indicated>ea©6//on the extra sheet: 



(ii) [x] has carried out a partial international search (see Annex) □ will establish the international search report 
on those parts of the international application which relate to the invention first mentioned in claims Nos.: 

1-25 

(iii) will establish the international search report on the other parts of the international application only if. and to the extent 
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Intemattonat application No. 
PCT/IT 03/00387 



This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 

1. Claims: 1-25 

Carton comprising a first container for a group of packets 
of cigarettes and a second container housing the first 
container in a sliding manner, whereby the first container 
is cup-shaped with an open top end and whereby the bottom 
wall of the first container comprises at least one through 
hole. 

2. Claim : 26 

Carton comprising a first container for a group of packets 
of cigarettes and a second container housing the first 
container in a sliding manner, whereby a first overwrapping 
of transparent plastic material encloses the first container 
together with the group of packets of cigarettes. 

3. Claims: 27-29 

Carton comprising a first container for a group of packets 
of cigarettes and a second container housing the first 
container in a sliding manner, whereby supporting means are 
present for holding each packet of cigarettes in place. 

The common technical features of the 3 subjects (carton comprising a 
first container for a group of packets of cigarettes and a second 
container housing the first container In a sliding manner) are known by 
WO-A-00/10892. 

The remaining special technical features are: 

-for the first subject: a through hole provided in the bottom of the 
first container; 

-for the second subject: an overwrapping of transparent plastic material 
enclosing the first container together with the group of packets of 
cigarettes ; 

-for the third subject: supporting means for holding each packet of 
cigarettes firmly In place. 

It is obvious that these features are neither the same nor similar. 
Furthermore they solve different problems: 

-for the first subject: to enable easy extraction of the packets of 
cigarettes from the first container; 

-for the second subject: to allow the user to examine the group of 
packets of cigarettes before purchasing the carton; 

-for the third subject: to hold the packets of cigarettes firmly In the 
first container when this container is less than full. 

For these reasons the 3 subjects do not share an inventive technical 
relationship and thus the requirement under Rule 13.2 PCT is not 
fulfilled. Hence, the application contains three subjects or inventions 
not satisfying Rule 13.1 PCT. 
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1 .The present communication is an Annex to the invitation to pay additional fees (Fomi PCT/ISA/206). It shows the 
results of the intenhational search estaDiished on the parts of the international application which relate to the invention 

first mentioned in claims Nos.: 

1-25 

2. This communication Is not the International search report which will be established according to Article 18 and Rule 43. 

3. If the applicant does not pay any additional search fees, the information appearing in this communication will be 
considered as the result of the international search and will be included as such In the international search report. 

4. If the applicant pays additional fees, the International search report will contain both the information appearing in this 
communication and the results of the international search on otiier parts of the international application for which such 
fees will have been paid. 
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LTD) 2 March 2000 (2000-03-02) 
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page 4, line 1 -page 9, line 17; figures 
1-4 


1.3-5,9, 
20,21 
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FR 2 499 947 A (REYNOLDS TOBACCO) 

20 August 1982 (1982-08-20) 

page 4, line 21 -page 5, line 15; figures 

1-3 


1,3-5,9, 
10 
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DE 90 03 536 U (ORBKE) 
13 June 1990 (1990-06-13) 




A 
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WO 00 43289 A (DRAGHETTI) 
27 July 2000 (2000-07-27) 
cited In the application 
& EP 1 066 206 A (DRAGHETTI) 
10 January 2001 (2001-01-10) 
cited in the application 
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GB 431 721 A (MILLAR) 

15 July 1935 (1935-07-15) 





I I Further documents are listed in thecontinuatlon of box C. [X | Patent family members are listed in annex. 



* Special categories of dted documents : 

'A* document defining the general state of theart which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

'E' earner document but published on or after thelnternatlonal 
filftigdate 

*L' document which may throw doubts on priority cbjm(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
dtation or other spedal reason (asspedfied) 

'O* document refening to an oral disdosure. use. exhibition or 
other means 

'P* document published prior to the intematlonalfiling date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



later document published after theintemationai filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with theapplicatlon but 
dted to understand the prindple or theory underlying the 

invention 

document of particular relevance; the clainned invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document Is taken alone 

document of particular relevance; the clalmedinventlon 
cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
docunrtent is combined with one or more othersuch docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
in the art. 

document member of the same patent family 
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